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EUROPEAN UNION 


Despite being 14 000+ km apart, Europe 
and Australia have always enjoyed a 
close friendship and it has never been 
as strong as it is today. Formal 
diplomatic relations between the EU and 
Australia began in 1962 when 
ambassadors were first accredited to 
Canberra and Brussels. Ever since, the 
dynamic and enduring relationship, 
which covers a vast range of areas 
including trade and investment, security, 
innovation, education and climate 
action, has evolved, 


Today, as we move towards an EU-Australia Free Trade Agreement, diplomatic, 
media and public interest in the relationship is at an all-time high. There is no 
doubt that widening the trade partnership will open up a wealth of opportunities 
for both sides. 


Beyond trade and diplomacy are the personal connections that unite Europe and 
Australia. More than 70 % of Australians have family and historical ties with 
Europe and more than two million Australian residents were born in European 
countries. Exploring identity, places and culture is a powerful way to connect 
across continents. As EU Ambassador to Australia, | have had the privilege of 
travelling around this country and hearing first-hand the stories that link us. What 
continues to impress me is how many Australians have visited Europe for 
extended periods. Australia has also become the destination of choice for many 
Europeans on work and travel visas; like the many enthusiastic European football 
supporters | met at a pub in Darwin, gathered to watch the football World Cup. 


This ‘EU Passport’ offers a window into the worlds of the different EU Member 
States and their own ties to Australia. As you turn the pages you will see how the 
EU, like Australia, is United in Diversity. | hope the passport inspires your curiosity 
to learn more about Europe as a top destination for travel, study and commerce 
and perhaps even lead to some new cross-continental friendships and stories to 
share. 


Welcome to Europe! 

Dr Michael Pulch 

EU Ambassador to Australia 
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TRAVELLING IN EUROPE 
The European Union 
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Made up of 27 countries, the EU's borders stretch from Lapland in the north to the 
Mediterranean Sea in the south, from the west coast of Ireland to the eastern 
shores of Cyprus. There are landscapes of rocky coastlines, sandy beaches, fertile 
een arid plains, high mountains, lakes, forests and arctic tundra. 
MAE e , 

al Nore than $. % of the world’s population lives in the EU. Europe's diverse traditions, 
culture and languages, its rich history, art, architecture, vibrant cities, festivals, 
“Boorts and cuisine draw tourists from across the globe. 


Europeans also love to travel and EU citizens enjoy free movement ~ the right to 


live, study, work and travel freely within the EU. Australians can travel visa-free for 
up to 90 days in the EU as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 


Wel 


Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, 
English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, 
Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, 
Slovene, Spanish, Swedish. 


@europeancommission 


ry) @EU_Commission 
&P @£EuropeanCommission 
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Each country in the EU is unique. Collectively, the 
Union brings together 27 sovereign countries and 
more than 450 million citizens — the world's third 
largest population after China and India. Foreign . 
and security policy, the single market, 
environmental and consumer protection and human 
rights are among the focus areas of the EU. Since 
its creation in 1958, there has been no armed 
conflict between EU Member States, a record for a 
continent torn apart by war for centuries. In 
recognition of this achievement, the EU was 
awarded the 2012 Nobel Peace prize. 


Approx. 15 million people have European heritage. 
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AUSTRIA BELGIUM 


Tourismus Salzburg GmbH/Breiteqaer 
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Located in the heart of Europe, Austria offers a unique : : : 
areas of innovation and sport is growing from strength 


combination of cultural and natural treasures. The long histor. a aOR Pee 
of intellectual achievements is reflected in the country’s it cals i a ae . cl ae team sod ia won 
tremendous architectural landscape, world-class museums one Of ‘i 3 i 2 cr i team’s es 
and galleries, the thriving art scene and impressive number af eg eas f leg aie nae elaide 
laureates in all fields of arts, culture and science. The capita! es bier a Ae saa ee sere eae an 
; : ive Cit 5 ; ; 
oe cree ee ei world-class Australian sprinter Caleb Ewan, riding for 
to visit worldwide. In , Salzbur ; . ae 
Planet's top city destination. In 2018 more than 50,000 oe ae aia alia won three stages in the 
Australians visited the country. i eo ; - 
Approx. 10 000 people have Belgian heritage. stamp here 


stamp here Approx. SO 000 people have Austrian heritage. 
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BULGARIA 


Sofia 


7 000 000 (2018) 


111 002 km? 


Bulgaria is the oldest country in Europe existing under 
the same name since 681 AD. It is also known as the 
country of roses. Bulgarians love nature and have 
developed innovative ways to conserve it. Edible coffee 
cups by Bulgarian company @cupffee were used on the 
first single-use plastic-free flight from Abu Dhabi to 
Brisbane on World Earth Day 2019. Did you know? 
Switching to edible coffee cups would reduce daily 
single-use plastic worldwide by 15 000 tonnes. 


cae a a 


Approx. 50 000 people have Bulgarian heritage. 


Croatia is a land of a thousand islands and 6 000 km 
of magical coastline. Its fascinating history and 
UNESCO-protected cultural sites attract an increasing 
number of tourists each year, including 242 000 
Australians in 2018. Visitors and locals enjoy clear 
seas, marvellous landscapes, old coastal towns and the 
Advent u Zagrebu Christmas market in the capital 
Zagreb. These markets have been voted the best 
Christmas destination in 2016, 2017 and 2018 by 
travellers via the European Best Destinations website 
which promotes culture and tourism in Europe. 
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>>CYPRUS>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


Nicosia 


864 200 (2018) _ 


he birthplace of 
Aphrodite the ancient goddess of love and beauty. 
Situated at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and Africa, 

, Cyprus has been the meeting place of great cultures 
and civilisations from 8000 BC. Its numerous UNESCO 
protected sites and crystal-clear beaches are visited by 

- millions of tourists annually. Cyprus is also famous for 
~Commandaria, the oldest labelled wine in the world and 
Halloumi, one of Australia's favourite cheeses. 


Czechs were among the founders of Australia’s famou 
Thredbo ski-fields. Sasha Nekvapil, who represented 
Czechoslovakia in the 1948 Winter Olympics, has a 
slope named after her. Sasha established a ski chalet i 
Thredbo after fleeing to Australia. Karel’s T-Bar, the 
highest ski lift in Australia, is named after her husband 
who escaped communist Czechoslovakia by skiing 
cross-country alongside Sasha's brother Frantisek 
Prihoda. Franti$ek went on to represent Australia at the 
1956 winter olympics and is now Australia’s oldest 


Czech heritage. 
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@DKinAustralia 


rf) @dkinaus 
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The Danish Flag, Dannebrog, is the world’s oldest flag. 
Legend has it the flag fell from the sky during a battle 
in Estonia in 1219. The original flag was supposedly 
used in battle up until the 16th century before the last 
remnants were lost around 1660. Dannebrog is, among 
other things, associated with the Danish monarchy and 
royal family which includes Australian born HRH Crown 
Princess Mary of Denmark. 


Approx. 60 000 people have Danish heritage. 
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>>ESTONIA>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


1324 820 (2019) 


Estonia ‘s capital Tallinn is the best preserved medieval 
city in Northern Europe. The UNESCO world 
heritage-listed capital was granted City Rights in the 
13th century by the King of Denmark. Tallinn'’s old town 
has an abundance of medieval houses and alleyways 
still protected by the remnants of the original city wall. 
Around 20 000 Australian visitors explore Estonia's rich 
history and architecture every year. Did you know? 
Estonia opened its embassy in Canberra in 2015 and 
Australia opened its first pop-up embassy in Tallinn in 


Approx. 12 000 people have Estonian heritage. 
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@ @estemb.canberra 
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Helsinki 


5 §22 015 (2018) 


338 435 km? 


Finnish, Swedish 


Ganberra was nearly Finnish-ed! Eliel Saarinen, a 
renawned Finnish architect, came second in the 
ifternational competition to plan Australia's capital 
from stratch. Instead of Lake Burley Griffin, Eliel's vision 
ipiclude§ an elaborate series of water basins scattered 
Ahroughout the CBD. The surrounding buildings are 
grand gnd monumental with a touch of Beaux Arts. Did 
you kow? Eliel’s architect-son Eero Saarinen discovered 
Jornfitzon’s design for the Sydney Opera House and 
hetped to make it the winning entry. 


Approx. 30 000 people have Finnish heritage. 
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3 Moors 
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>>FRANCE>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


67 187 000 (2018) 


632 834 km? 


French 


The first map of Australia was published in 1811 i 
Paris following the Baudin Expedition, conducted 6 
French explorer Nicolas Baudin from ile-de-Ré. In 
the French Embassy in Australia launched the Nico 
Baudin program for Australian university students 
undertake research internships at French host’ 
universities. To further promote student mobility, t 
program has since been extended to French stude 
coming to Australia. So far, 74 Australian students 
twelve French students have taken part! 
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GERMANY 


Germany is the most populous country in the EU. It has 
16 Federal States, each with its own cultural identity. 
Many well-known philosophers, composers, scientists 
and authors are German, including Einstein, Humboldt, 
Beethoven, Bach, Goethe, Schiller and Kant. Did you 
know? The embassy in Canberra was the first German 
embassy to be built after the formation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The buildings reflect the German 
style of architecture favoured in the 1950s and 1960s 
and are painted in colours similar to the national flag 


Approx. 1 million people have German heritage. 


>>GREECE>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


Athens 


10 816 286 (2018) 


131 957 km? 


On loan from the Maritime Museum of Greece,a 
four-metre scale model of the ancient Athenian military 
ship, the Trireme Olympias, was displayed in the main® 
foyer of the Australian Maritime Museum in 2017. 
Thanks to thorough scientific research, the 1:10 scale 
model was constructed and it was used to build the 
40-metre replica, construction of which began in 1985. 
Since its completion in 1987, the Trireme Olympias 
replica has been sailing the Aegean Sea. 


Approx. 480 000 people have Greek heritage. 


@GreekEmbassyCanberr: 
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93 024 km 69 797 km? 


Hungarian ae Irish, English 


2004 


_ Hungary has a high number of Nobel Prize winners and Aussie rules football is not only adored in Australia 


Olympic Games medallists. Ferenc Puskas (1927-2006) code, similar to Irish Gaelic football, is also pop} WW 
was an Olympic champion and football player who led Ireland. Did you know? There are 34 Irish women and 
the Hungarian national team, the Mighty Magyars, to the 5 men playing in the official Australian Football League 
1954 World Cup final. After retiring as a player, Puskas (AFL). Ireland's national AFL women's team, thé Irish 
‘became a coach and managed several teams including Banshees, was crowned European Champions i 

. Australia’s South Melbourne Hellas with whom he won Here's another fun fitness fact: there are more thanaest 


the 1991 National Soccer ae ; qualified Irish Dancing Teachers in Australia. 
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302 073 km? 


Italian 


1958 


Since antiquity, aly has been at the centre of history, 
culture, art and tourism. Many Australians travel to Italy 
and learn the language. Italian is the most popular 
language studied in Australia after Mandarin. Italians 
also love Australia which is home to the highest number 
of Italian students outside of italy. Did you know? 
Australia’s new Parliament House was designed by 
Italian architect Romaldo Giurgola. The Southern Cross 
was identified, illustrated and named by Italian 
navigator Andrea Corsali in 1515! 


Approx. 2 million people have Italian heritage. 
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64 573 km? 


Latvian 


2004 


Located in Northern en Latvia is smaller than 
Tasmania. The UNESCO World Heritage-listed capital 
Riga dates back 800 years and boasts the most Art 
Nouveau buildings in Europe. Latvian is spoken by 

400 000 people outside of Latvia, including 5 000 in 
Australia who speak it at home. Did you know? The first 
Australian (posthumously) inducted into the 
International Photography Hall of Fame was Péteris 
Dombrovskis. And Latvian-born Arvids Blumentals is 
thought to have inspired the character Crocodile 
Dundee! Latvia has identified Australia as an important 
location to open an embassy. Watch this space! 


Approx. 20 000 i dauua ais have Latvian heritage. 
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@LatvianMFA 
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>>LITHUANIA>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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65.300 km: 


\guage with roots older than Greek, Latin 
nq Slavic. It belongs to the Indo-European 
d and is nearest to Sanskrit. Some 
t N anian is the most ancient of all living 
/ ia is larger than Latvia and Estonia, 

ake up the three Baltic States. The 
éfnment has identified the Australia as an 
4 ion to open an embassy. Currently the 
bassy in Tokyo, Japan serves Australia and 
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>>LUXEMBOURG>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>> 


Luxembourg | 


@MFA_Lu 
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602 000 (2018) 


2 SB6en? 


French, German 


Luxembourg is the oldest Grand Duchy in the world. 
The tiny country has one of the highest global GDP per 
capita, close to three times the EU average. 
Luxembourg is home to the European Court of Justice, 
the European Investment Bank, the European Court of 
Auditors, the secretariat of the European Parliament 
(Robert Schuman Building pictured), the Statistical f 
Office of the European Commission (Eurostat) and 
other EU bodies. 


There is a very small Luxembourg community 
in Australia. 
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>>MALTA>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


493 559 (2019) 


316 km? 


Situated in the heart of the Mediterranean, Malta’s rich 
history dates back 7 000 years. Five of the world's 
oldest megalithic structures, pre-dating Stonehenge, 
are located in the Maltese islands. Waves of Maltese 
emigrated to Australia during the 50s, 60s and 70s. 
Maltese traditions continue today thanks to the sizable 
community. Pastizzi, traditional savoury pastries, for 
example, can be found in food stores and on menus 
across Australia. Have you tried this delicious treat? 


Approx. 250 000 ~ 275 000 people have Maltese 
heritage. 
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THE NETHERLANDS 


17 397 386 


41 540 km? 


WATERLICHT is a virtual flood created by Dutch artist 
and innovator Daan Roosegaarde. It demonstrates just 
how high water levels could reach and highlights the 
importance of innovation and climate action. 
WATERLICHT premiered at the Fremantle Biennale in 
Australia in November 2019. Another thought provoking 
work by the artist is the new Holocaust monument 
LEVENSLICHT, unveiled in different locations around the 
Netherlands in January 2020. The interactive work 
incorporates 104 000 luminescent stones to remember 
the 104 000 Holocaust victims in the Netherlands. 


Approx. 339 500 people have Dutch heritage. 
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PORTUGAL 


Photo 


Photo copyright: Mariusz Cieszewski 


>>PORTUGAL>INFORMATION>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Lisbon 


iy) @PLinAustralia 


10 265 145 (2018) biel als 


32 225 km? 


Portuguese 


The highest mountain on Australia's mainland, Mt *amced in 1143, Portugal is one of the oldest nations in 


Kosciuszko (also known locally as Mt Kozzie), was Eurase. With picturesque coastlines and a mild climate, it is 
discovered by Polish explorer Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki wiS2.¥ recognised as a top travel destination all year round. 
in 1840. He named it in honour of the Polish and ~"€ country’s history, culture, gastronomy and wine are 
American freedom fighter Tadeusz Kosciuszko. Strzelecki a™crg its main attractions. The Atlantic coastline boasts 
named the peak because the shape of the mountain %@2L-77ul beaches and top surfing spots. The country has 17 
reminded him of the Kosciuszko Mound in the Polish city Z>CD World Heritage sites to explore. Did you know? There 
of Krakow. m= Teories the Portuguese arrived in Australia around 1520, 


wel De7ore English navigator James Cook. Sie F 


<u 


stanip here 


Approx. 184 000 people have Polish heritage. ae Ses IN : 
“mmr. £2 O00 people have Portuguese heritage. 
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ROMANIA 


Bucharest 


19 30 


238 391 km? 


The largest collection of Romanian art in the Southern 
hemisphere is in the Tyler Collection at the University of 
Tasmania in Hobart. Named after Australian economist 
Geoffrey Tyler, the 1500 piece collection includes paintings, 
sculptures, ceramics and 18th-19th century icons from 26 
Romanian artists. Romanian painter Corneliu Petrescu, a close 
friend of Geoffrey, influenced the exquisite collection that 
spans Romanian Christian heritage through to modern art. Dic 
you know? The curator of the Tyler Collection, Rachael Rose, i 
the first Honorary Consul of Romania in Tasmania. 


Approx. 24 600 people have Romanian heritage. 
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SLOVAK REPUBLIC 


OVAK REPUBLIC>INFORMATION>>>>>>> 


Bratislava 


"257 


49 035 km? 


Can you imagine a world without skydiving or safety 
features for pilots? Slovakian inventor Stefan Banit 
constructed and patented an early parachute design in 


1913. Jozef Murgaé contributed to wireless telegraphy, | 


helping to develop the wireless transmission of 
information and voice. Engineer Aurel Stodola, in 
collaboration with a surgeon, developed an advanced 
mechanically driven prosthetic arm. We dare say 
S.ovakian inventors have improved people's lives 
#ordwide, including in Australia. 


4oorox. 15 000 people have Slovak heritage. 
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Spanish 


ie dee cee w= vibrant, historic cities and 5 000+ km of sunny. 
Gregn-is not only the dominant colour of Slovenia, it's a zeaches, Spain is both the second largest EU country 4 


phit@ophy! Slovenia is the leading European country for ‘he second most visited country in the world. The Sparish 
Sustainable tourism and more than 55 % of land and water aisc like to travel abroad. In 1793, five years after theirs 
% uif@er special environmental protection. Just like =eet landed, the Spanish World Scientific Expedition agri 


_Austfalians, Slovenians love outdoor pursuits including hiking ™ Sydney. Led by Alejandro Malaspina, the 1789-175 

“camping, sailing, skiing, rafting, kayaking and paragliding. Dic =«ecition studied natural history, cartography, ethndarag 
u Row? Slovenian adventurer Davo Karnitar made the zc cmomy, hydrography and medicine. Did you kno 
fr ill ski descent of Mount Everest in 2000. He was the three tracking stations instrumental in the 1969 mo 
Jerson to complete the so called ‘Seven Summit’ ski arcing were Fresnedillas de la Oliva, Spain, Goldsta 
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@embassyofsweden 
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528 447 km? 


Swedish 


Sweden is one of the world’s northern-most countries and 
one of the best places to visit the Northern Lights. With land 
above the Arctic Circle, and forests that cover 70 % of the 
country, Sweden is home to these dazzling night spectacles. 
A world leader on climate action, Sweden has set an 
ambitious goal to be emission-free by 2045. Famous 
exports include Volvo, IKEA, Spotify, and of course—ABBA! 
Did you know? The tiles covering the Sydney Opera House, 
all one million of them, were made in Sweden. 
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The European flag symbolises both the EU and more broadly the identity 
and unity of Europe. It features a circle of 12 gold stars on a blue 
background, representing the ideals of unity, solidarity and harmony 
among the peoples of Europe. 


The anthem of the Council of Europe and the European Union is based 
on Ode to Joy from Beethoven’s 9th Symphony composed in 1823. 
The melody symbolises not only the EU but all of Europe. 

It is not intended to replace national anthems but to celebrate the 
shared values and ideals of freedom, peace and solidarity. The European 
anthem is played at official EU ceremonies and more generally at events 
with a European character. 


The ideas behind the EU were proposed on 9 May 1950 by French 
Foreign Minister Robert Schuman. This date is celebrated annually as 
Europe Day. 


United in Diversity 


The motto signifies how Europeans come together through the EU to 
promote peace and prosperity and to celebrate the rich diversity of 
cultures, traditions and lanquages. 
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EUROPEAN UNION 


EUROPEAN UNION DELEGATION TO AUSTRALIA 


18 Arkana St Yarralumla ACT 2600 
T. +61 2 6271 2777 
E. delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu 


&} @euinaus 
@EUAustralia 
(3) @euinaus 
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